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Gerling Mixed-use development opens in Cologne
 
In 1995 the Gerling Konzern - a large insurance company founded in 1904 - invited Foster

and Partners to take part in a limited international competition for the redevelopment of

a site in the centre of Cologne. Gerling's headquarters are on an adjacent site and the

company has a long-standing relationship with the area, which has become known as the

Gerling Quarter.

 

The project takes the twin propositions of sustainability and mixed-use, inner-city

buildings to its logical conclusion. It not only combines apartments, offices, shops and

restaurants within a single complex, but also provides a structure that allows individual

units to be easily adapted from offices to apartments should demand for office space in

Cologne fall.

 

Germany's enlightened legislation on working conditions promotes the individual's right

to daylight and thus the design of office buildings with relatively shallow floor plates.

There need be little difference therefore between the basic configuration of an

apartment or an office building, except for the provision of bathrooms and kitchens. All

the offices are naturally ventilated, and provided with raised floors, which means that

they can be converted into apartments in an efficient manner, avoiding the

environmentally wasteful alternative of demolition.

 

The complex consists of two long blocks with six and seven stories respectively, which



form street walls on the long sides of the site and three towers of eleven, fourteen and

sixteen stories. The towers are raised off the ground to allow views from the street into

the raised garden that forms the heart of the development. A double height restaurant

occupies the ground floor to the south. Shops and cafes are located along the other

sides of the block, with parking and service access on the north side. The first level of

basement provides storage and plant areas and basement levels 2-5 provide parking for

441 cars. The basement layout incorporates the historical remnants of the medieval city

moat wall, which used to run parallel to the city wall.

 

There are a total of eighty-four apartments in the eastern block, ranging in size from a

simple studio to a luxurious penthouse. All floors are served by lifts and the majority of

apartments have a balcony or terrace.

 

The prefabricated concrete elements that form the ceilings of apartments and offices

perform a variety of roles. Their vaulted profile creates a deep void at the centre of the

plan for the distribution of kitchen and bathroom services and a shallow void for heating

and electrical installations along the facade. The ceilings also reflect natural light into the

interiors and, with the help of fresh air intake, their high thermal mass helps to maintain

comfortable temperature levels in summer.

 

Pre-cast flooring elements were used to reduce on-site waste and increase construction

speed. The use of high-quality concrete avoided the need for additional plastering or

painting after installation. This allowed the production of the superstructure to proceed

whilst the five-storey basement was being constructed on-site. The cores of the towers

are clad in natural stone, which comes from the same quarry used for the stone of the

adjacent headquarter buildings. The flat roofs of the lower buildings have been

landscaped with plants.
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